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. U sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 
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| | Box No. n 
| | Box No. m 
fx] Box No. IV 
fx] Box No. V 



| | Box No. VI 
| | BoxNo.VH 
1 | BoxNo.Vm 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appUcability 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001053 



: w;Lgardtotll^aT^s report is based onth^ 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

1—1 This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
1 — 1 which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 
| — | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
r~l mterriationalprelmnnary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

the international application as originaUy filed/furnished 



| | the description: 



the claims: 



| | the drawings: 



pages* 
pages* 

pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally fUedVfurnished 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 

as originally fUed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 



O 

o 

GO 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally fUedVfurnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages - received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
*' O The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence hstmg (specify): 

* □ 

70.2(c)). 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

( | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or alioftliose sheets may be marked "superseded. 1 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY International application No. 

PCT/AU2004/001053 

>x No. IV Lack of unity of Invention ' -J 

Q In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the appUcant has: | 

| | restricted the claims. 

j [ paid additional fees. 

j [ paid additional fees under protest 

j [ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

fx! ThisAuthorityfoundthatthe^^^ 

1 — 1 not to invite the appUcant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: j 
| | complied with. 

fx] not complied wilh for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not 
Sat^Sention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single 

coming to this conclusion the International Preliminary Examining Authority has found that there are two 
inventions: 

1 Claims 1 - 26 are directed to a communications protocol for use in a network of devices the protocol 
hS a to Tincludmg a first time slot for transmitting data, a second time slot, after the first time slot, 
fTn^srnS a first acknowledge state, and a third time slot, after the second time slot, for 
toanSZg^feconl acknowledge state. It is considered that the protocol having a frame mcludmg a 
firS 3t for transmitting data, a second time slot, after the first tone slot, for transmitting a first 
aXSedge Itc, and a third time slot, after the second time slot, for transmittmg a second 
acknowledge state comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2 Claims 27 - 30 are directed to a method of providing a marker in a data frame, the method including 
' encodine data bits at a particular point in a data sequence to provide states, generating a state 

c^mbmSi^l Ss anttegal combination and recognising that illegal combination as a marker. It is 
conSSma^enco^ing data bits at a particular point in a data sequence to provide states, generating a 
^So^^^L is an illegal combination and recognising that illegal combination as a marker 
comprises a second "special technical feature 11 . 
Since the above mentioned groups of claims do not share eith ? of the technical '^^^^ ^ 
"technical relationship" between the inventions, as denned m PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly tne 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept. 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
[x] all parts. 

| | the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Jox No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Qaims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Qaims 


1-30 


YES 




Qaims 


None 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited for the purpose of compiling this report: 
(Dl) US 6574668 B 1 (GUBBI et al.) 3 June 2003; 
(D2) WO 2001/078426 Al (PROXIM, INC. et al.) 18 October 2001; 
(D3) WO 2004/034310 A2 (COLDER PRODUCTS COMPANY) 22 April 2004; and 
(D4) US 2003/227934 Al (WHITE et al.) 1 1 December 2003. 

NOVELTY (TV) and INVENTIVE STEP (IS) claims 1-30 

The invention defined in claims 1 - 26 is novel and inventive in light of the cited prior art documents that do not, 
either alone or in obvious combination, disclose all of the features denned in the claims. In particular none of the 
documents disclose or obviously suggest to a person skilled in the art the feature of a protocol having a frame 
including a first time slot for transmitting data, a second time slot, after the first time slot, for transmitting a first 
acknowledgement state, and a third time slot, after the second time slot, for transmitting a second, 
acknowledgement state. 

The invention defined in claims 27 - 30 is novel and inventive in light of the cited prior art documents that do 
not, either alone or in obvious combination, disclose all of the features defined in the claims. In particular none 
of the documents disclose or obviously suggest to a person skilled in the art the feature of providing a marker in 
a data frame including encoding data bits at a particular point in a data sequence to provide states, generating a 
state combination that is an illegal combination and recognising that illegal combination as a marker. 
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